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$ubJeet: Dlseorer1y of Japaaese llar Deacl ResaLns on lvo Ji.roa

Tor Tbe Amtcaa Snbassy, ?o$o

Refereaee te uade to &bassy folgrots despateh Bfr, dated april 2t Lgjto,

Ibo Departueat referteil tlu enbJeei etespatch to tlp Departmeat of the
I{avy with the reqrcst that conslderation be gLven to the posstblllty of per-
Ettttng the Jepaneee authorltlee to resorer tb rematns oI Japanese raar aleail
reported,ly ford oa Iuo Jlea. 3b Departrneat has ron reeeiveA tfe follortng
reply:

n.... As the Naly Departreat adrntnlsters the BonfupYolcano IsLands
ag!:t !&rew Islaud tLrorgh the Conrmrder ta Chlef, U.S. Faeiflo flLeet,
who l.s tha MLIrtsrT Goversor of these isJ.ands, I reqwsted the ehfuf
of-I{avaL Operations to revlen the csnteats of yorn letter anil perttaent
lsfomatlon and to provlde ue rttb the reeessary infemtlon oL vhieh
to bsse ttr" 

"tn r.
rln Febuary and !&robBl3t a Japanese €atr dead repatrLatlon nisel.on,

eorsJ.sting of representatlres of th Japaaese Sovermeat, vlslted certaln
lslande ta the Paelfiel lnclud{r€ llro Jlma, f<r ttre ptrpose of coaduct{ng
Itoken ctlsl:otersertr t boldlng bief rellglsw servlces ird ereotlng store
mrkers $bere feaslble. Detalls of thts exlrdltton vere pJ"anned ad agreed
to W offlcl"als of the goterments of the lhlted $tates anA .fapan. Ia psra-
graph (1) of thls agreeuent appears tb etaterent that oaly oai vtett tl ttre
LsLandls vl.II be rade b5r reparcsentatltee of tb Japanese Govermeat !a order
to eary out thls progran.

nDuel:€ thE seten veek perlod betueea early Febuar1r ard ELd-!&ralaLg53t
tbe Japarese ressel UIPPO$ MABlr, gtth a party of thJrty (30) Japanese of,-
fieLaSs, pnlests an1 laborers aboard., vlslted. Iihrers, Hake, Saipan, ?lnLaa,
Guan, A:rgaw, Pelelln and lrro Jr.G. Be'preseatatltes of the staffs-of 0om-
uander la Chief, U.S. Pactfle Fleetr Gonnander SavaL Fecee Far East ad
Colttm,der Naval Ferees }&rianas ret thE IIIPPO$ MABU at a-LL of the abolirs
LsLede exeept }hreus ard. assl.sted the Japanese relneseatatkes l.n carrytog
out their nlislon. Follodng tb oorylet-toa of thl eereuonles oa lwo Jim-
ea !&reh 13, L953, tbe Japanese &ovsrment lnformed Cmander !{arlaI Forcee
Far Eagt that lt uae pleased rlth th a:rrangereats tb&t lud been uade and
wlth tb results of the mlsELon.

oA eopy of yorr Istter ad a oopy of tolyo Despateh I{o. lj'iQ were for-
warqiled, to tb Csrcnder la Clrl.ef, UrS. Saetfle Fleet request{qg his oorents
ad reeomendations. 3hB $ttttarSr Gorcrnor strongly opposes a repeat vlslt
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to It*o Jlre fon the pupoee of reaovtag bodlee reported to be la cavee
oa the LsLand. Tb !{l.tttaqX Goteraor conslders t-hat thp rercrnal oftbse bodtes trouLd be hasardotrs beeatrse of th Fresenee of Llvrs fic-ploslrcr la tho ca?es. Espeeta3dy hp consldere-that th arriraL of
var dead, remlas fu Japan trould tead to iactte entl-Ilntted States
feelirge.

It nay be pnesrredl tbat there are reua'las of other Jepanese war
d.ead entonbed l:a cates Ln the lrhrlana and Caro15rc IsS.ardsl By rcdlfy-
lng thg q1'{glna1 agreereat rede r*lth the Japanese oovgncusat, vhtoh
ePphaslzed that tlere woulld be tn* ons vlstt to the gtrares li ttanpo
Shoto sor*h of $ofte Gan, such aetlon couLcl be eonsldered as graattng
taeit approvaS. fe firtrro expeditLons to the southera Lslards. If
perultted to start, sueh fficurslo[s eou].dt etrtord ovcr a pertod of
years vtth aothrqg of a reLJgior:s Batrre to be gafuect. An off{et"a]
of the Japansee F.eelgp Offlce, !ts. Tslrel, has stated. that the
nemorl"al serry:Lcee coduoted, on Iro Jlaa oa l{aroh 13, L953 uere gtrf-
fleleat fe aLL 3e'llgioug plqposes. & tho stbr hiotl, repeated
lrar deadl repatrlatloa ni.seious cou]d end.anger thE eeerrifur of tb
LsLand.s aaril retrra of tb bodlee to Japan eonLd theatea lrerLean-
Japanese frlendehtp.

$f ooastder, therefee, th&t tb Japanese war d.eael trrog3an ,Je tlrc
PaaLftc has bean coryleted to tbe satLsfactLon of tbo Jepanese Golgrro-
mnt. BaEed on tho above faets, I am taable to eadtese farorably a.u5r
proposaL of tb Japaaese Goverment to ester tb tsLands t6iler the ad-
afulstratirrc e seerrity eoutaroL of tb $avy for tbe prrpose of
dl.Elnterrrqg addttloraL lapaaase war dead[ remfus. J aB also opposecl
to the use of lhtted $tates o indtgetrolrs persomel of the tslands to
dislnter th bodtes of the war elead for shlp,rent to Japan.tr

UsrJeg as uuch of the fcnregolag as fu conslderect dleslrable, tb hbassy
shouLd ln tts d.lseretloa trforu the Forelen 0ffiee that the tnttea States
eannot peratt a gecond Japa.nese mLssloa to vLslt nro Jlm fo tbe prrpose
of reeorrcrlng war dead rem,lne aad that, ln vlew of thp dangers'lavolred f!
rercvirg tle reualne froa tbe eaves wbere 1irc exp}oslves are st:U.l pregent,tb Inoltecl States sa&ot perult th use of llatte& States e ird.lgeaona
personnel of tbe tsLand to dlsLater the reraalas for sblpmat to Japan.
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